
Self-help guide
to drafting a Will

Preparing a Will is the best way you can take 
care of your loved ones. Our team of experts 
have put this self-help guide together to help 

you draft a Will that leaves a legacy.



Put your Will  
on your list  
of life’s priorities

Taking care of your loved ones should always be 
a priority, even when you are no longer around to 
do so. Taking the time to plan what should happen 
with your belongings and property will help your 
family manage the process better and ensure that 
your loved ones know what to do. 

The process begins with understanding.

Your estate is made up of all your assets, this 
means everything you own as well as money 
in your bank accounts, shares and so on.  
When you draw up a Will, you state exactly what 
should happen to your estate and who will inherit 
your assets in the unfortunate event of your death. 

Your Will is a legal document and should include 
specific instructions about how your assets 
should be shared, as well what will happen to 
your children if you have any or family members 
with special needs, and how they will be taken 
care of. 

If you don’t have a Will, the state or government 
will decide what happens to your assets. This is 
carried out by the Master of the High Court, and 
some of your family may miss out on inheriting 
important or sentimental assets from you.

You can approach a lawyer or your bank to draw 
up a Will but they will charge a fee to administrate 
it for your family. If you have a simple estate,  
you can draw up your own Will, just make sure it is 
signed by two witnesses who are not beneficiaries 
of your estate.

Preparing a Will is the best way you 
can take care of your loved ones.  
Our team of experts have put this 
self-help guide together to help you 
draft a Will that leaves a legacy.  

These are big decisions! Before you officially 
draft your Will, consider all the sections of the 
Will, especially when it comes to guardianship 
of minors. Although your Will can be updated 
as often as you need to, the decision of what 
happens after you pass is not one that should be 
taken lightly. 

If you need any more assistance, 
please contact us on 011 320 3332.
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What does a Will look like?

Choose your Will

Getting started

A simple Will is about 3-4 pages long and, despite the 
complicated nature of the legal process, it is a relatively 
straightforward document. There are many different 
templates available, but they all follow the same format 
as the legal requirements are the same.

When drafting your own Will, it is important to use a 
template instead of making your own. The law requires 
certain sections to be there and, unless you are a lawyer, 
you may not know how to create a proper document.  
Be safe! Use a ready-made template.

We believe every South African should have a Will,  
no matter who you are. Ready-to-use templates are 
available on our website. Contact us for assistance if 
you are a Clientèle Legal policyholder.

1 4

2 3

Kinds of Wills

TESTAMENTARY TRUST WILL JOINT WILL

• All your assets are placed into a Trust to be managed by a 	
	 person / company you choose; 

• A Trust is a good idea if your dependents are minors or 		
	 unable to manage an inheritance;

• The Trust manager/s will make sure that their inheritance 	
	 is managed properly and according to your specific 		
	 instructions;

• Keep in mind that Trust administration companies do bill 	
	 for their services, and will take their fees from the money 	
	 available in the Trust.

• A will for 2 or more people;

• They can be in a marital relationship where one spouse 		
	 leaves everything to the other; 

• Important to note: If one partner passes away, the Joint 	
	 Will cannot be changed. Changes can only be made 		
	 together by both parties.

SIMPLE WILL
• You decide who will receive 	
	 your assets;

• You name a guardian for 		
	 any minor children; 

• You choose the executor of 	
	 your Will (the person who 		
	 will be in charge of sorting 		
	 your estate);

• You can include any other  
	 special instructions, like 		
	 guardianship of special-	  
	 needs family members or 		
	 how you would like to be 		
	 buried, etc.

LIVING WILL
• This will has nothing to do 

with your death. They are 
the instructions you leave 
for the medical treatment 
you want to receive if you 
are unable to tell them 
yourself; 

• You nominate someone 
to be your representative 
if you are not able. You 
give this person Power of 
Attorney. This power gives 
them authority to make 
specific decisions for you. 

Look carefully at how you live and what you will leave behind when you die.  
	 Do you have a family?  
	 Do you care for someone as a guardian?  
	 Do you have investments?  
	 Do you have specific wishes if you are gravely injured?  

The answers to these questions will indicate which kind of Will is best for you.
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A Life File is a file / box / envelope 
that contains all your vital information: 
• Policies; 
• Pins and passwords;
• Accounts;
• Insurances;
• Investments; 
• Deeds;
• Birth certificates;
•	 Identity documents; 
• Registration documents;  
• Your Last Will and Testament.

Once you have completed your Life 
File, lock it away in a safe place 
where it cannot be damaged by the 
elements. Then share its location with 
someone you trust and remember to 
keep it updated. 

Do you have a 
Life File?

Choose your executor

An executor is the person appointed 
by you to carry out your wishes. 
He/she must make sure that your 
property and assets are divided 
according to your wishes after you 
die. 

Choose your Witnesses

Your Will is not considered legal until 
it is signed by everyone involved 
AND a witness. Make sure the 
witnesses you choose are 18 years 
or older and are happy to stand as 
your witnesses. 

Choose your beneficiaries

A beneficiary is a person who you 
name in your Will to get something 
that belonged to you. The more 
specific you are, the better the 
chance your estate will be settled as 
you want. 
Beneficiaries cannot be the executor 
and or a witness to the Will, as this 
can result in a conflict of interest.

Use a checklist

Important document What makes a Will valid?

There is a lot to think about when 
drafting a Will. Use a checklist to 
keep track of the documents and 
information you need. 

You need to provide proof of asset 
ownership, latest policy schedules 
and details of every person 
mentioned in the Will.

It must be in writing. Each page 
must be initialed by all parties. Full 
signatures must appear on the back 
page. There must be two witnesses 
that must sign in front of the testator/
testatrix.

Life changes quickly and your Will needs to be kept up to date.

It is a good idea to set a date each year to review your Will and an action plan. Place this in your 
diary and set aside a few days to review your Will and make sure the details are still valid. 
You may also decide to change a few things. Remember that any changes you make will need to 
be made to all the copies.

Important things to keep in mind
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Writing your Will

Identity card or book Two witnesses  
over 18 years

Certified copies are also best

Proof of address
Someone to keep a copy  

of your Will safe  
(not living at the same address)

Contact details of 
your Trust Manager 

(if applicable)

If you have any life 
or funeral policies, 
the company who 

administers them must 
have a copy of the Will

Birth certificate

Marriage certificate Asset ownership (house/car) Permission from all those 
who will take on a role of 

responsibility once you die 

Those closest to you must 
know about the Will  

(specially a Living Will)

Latest policy schedules

Business ownership / 
directorship details

Latest investment schedules

Details of every person 
mentioned in the Will

What do you need?

➀

Drafting your Will makes you think about your death and this is not something that one wants 
to deliberately think about. However, it must be done in order to care for those who are left 
behind. Our step-by-step process will take you through each and every aspect, so you can be 
sure that nothing is overlooked. 

Understand what you are 
reading before you start

A Will is a legal document with 
many terms that may confuse 

most people. Understand what 
each term means before you 

begin drafting your Will.

Check your policy details. 
Are they up to date and 

correct?

Draft a practice Will and 
think about it before you 
make the final document

These are big decisions!  
Consider every aspect before you sign it.

If you have policies that pay out 
when you die, make sure the 

details are correct and that the 
premiums are up to date. 

Incorrect details or an 
outstanding premium may result 

in the policy not paying out. 

Are you ready?

➁

Make more than one copy What’s the action plan?

Each copy needs to be original and 
signed. Photocopied versions will 

not be considered legal. 

Send one to a trusted person, 
lawyer or policy administrator  

who will keep it safe.  
Keep one for yourself and  
place it in your Life File. 

Have an action plan and clear 
instructions for your loved ones to 
follow to make the process easier. 

Tell those in your life 
about the Will

In the event of your death, your loved 
ones will be responsible for handling 
all the functions. They need to know 

where to find your Will.

Making it official

➂

Personal information 
and proof that you are 
who you say you are

Trusted 
people

Important things 
that will appear 

in the Will

Support of your 
family, friends 

and loved ones
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Clientèle is here to help

In the unfortunate, but certain event of death, your 
family should not have to worry about the money for the 
funeral; this is why the Clientèle Funeral plans pay out 
within just 24 hours.

Cover up to 13 people on 1 plan;
Pays out within just 24 hours;
R200 airtime when you claim;
Includes a grocery, transport and unveiling benefit.

Professionals will assist you with various aspects of the 
funeral arrangements, like grief counselling, repatriation 
of the body and discounted rates with various funeral 
suppliers.

•
•
•
•

We have a range of options to suit your needs:
• We pay out a cash lump sum – to use as you choose;
• All valid claims are paid within 24 hours.

You can choose from:

Clientèle Funeral Dignity Plan 

Clientèle Ultimate Dignity Plan

Basic Benefit

Enhanced Benefit

There is no doubt that this process has made you reconsider what is important and we are here 
to help you and your family by offering you a range of insurance and financial services products. 

We are proud to be a leading Financial Services Provider offering convenient and  
easy-to-understand services to South Africans for more than 25 years.

Life is unpredictable, 
be prepared Building a legacy can take a lifetime. But without the right 

planning, this legacy can easily be diminished. What you 
ultimately intend to leave to your heirs can be drastically 
reduced because of the costs involved in winding up your 
estate. What’s more is that the burden of paying these 
costs falls to your heirs. This is why you need the Estate 
Preservation Plan.  

What you get out of the Estate Preservation Plan
•	 A professionally drafted Will which is collected, validated,  
	 stored in a safe place and annually reviewed.*
Cash Benefits: 
• 	 To cover your executor’s fees
• 	 To cover immediate expenses (such as funeral costs)  
	 and any minor debts.
•	 For your beneficiaries while your estate is being wound up.

* The cost of these services are covered by the Estate preservation 
Plan and provided by a professional Service Provider of your choice.

Our ActivWill Management Programme takes away 
the worry surrounding your Will
• 	Your Will is properly drafted which means:
• 	 It efficiently distributes your estate to your heirs
• 	 It nominates an executor of your choice
• 	 It appoints guardians for minor children
• 	Your Will is safely stored and reviewed every year
• 	Peace of mind that your final wishes will be fulfilled 
• 	 It’s easily accessible whenever you need it

The Estate Preservation Plan protects the financial interests 
of your Estate’s beneficiaries from the costs associated 
with the winding up of your Estate, as well as providing 
financial security during this often lengthy process.

Your legacy, your choice
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Legal plans: sms LAWYER  to 45487  
(sms free of charge)

Health Preservation: sms PROTECT to 45487  
(sms free of charge)

Professional lawyers  
at an affordable price

We have a range of options for you and your family. 

The Clientèle H.E.L.P Plan can be more affordable 
than a medical aid and easier to apply for.

A H.E.L.P Plan pays out cash per stay. 

Cash, you can use that money as you wish. Pay for 
unexpected medical costs or supplement your income 
if you cannot work.

Medical aids pay for specific medical procedures and 
services. It can be easier to claim with a H.E.L.P Plan 
and involves less paperwork.

Plans include additional cover for:
• Accidental Death;	 • Accidental Disability;

• Dread Disease;		  • Maternity Benefit.

All plans include access to a 24-hour emergency 
line as well as emergency flight and ambulance 
services, trauma counselling and HIV support.
• 	 It is easy to apply;

• 	 There are no physical examinations or blood tests required;

• 	 It’s easy to claim;

• 	 No unnecessary paperwork.

Serious diseases and accidents can wreak havoc on a 
family physically and financially. Your family will need 
the money to pay for expenses like education, transport 
and living expenses. The Ultimate H.E.L.P Plan ensures 
that you will receive your full cover amount, plus all 
your premiums back in the event of death of the 
insured person. You can also choose to get 50% of 
your paid premiums back at age 65, if you take the plan 
out before the age of 50, and the rest of the premiums 
will be paid to your beneficiaries upon death.

You can choose from:

Clientèle Standard H.E.L.P Plan

Clientèle Ultimate H.E.L.P Plan

Clientèle Premium H.E.L.P Plan

Clientèle H.E.L.P Accident Plus Plan

Health insurance that’s
affordable

There is justice in South Africa – pick up your phone and 
call your lawyer. Clientèle Legal has made affordable, 
quality legal services available to all South Africans. 
We have a nationwide panel of qualified attorneys and 
advisors standing by to assist you with a range of civil, 
criminal and labour related matters. 

Your affordable monthly premium, includes consultations, 
drafting of legal documents and representation in your 
area, if necessary. 

Clientèle Legal offers you the opportunity to obtain 
professional legal services. If you need to have your day 
in court, Clientèle Legal offers you inexpensive legal 
cover and an easy way to get your own qualified, 
professional lawyer.

Your Clientèle Legal policy offers you 24-hour legal 
protection for a comprehensive range of legal matters, 
including: 

•	 Pre-existing legal matters are not covered, but we will  
	 provide information and guidance over the phone;
•	 All plans include a Bail Benefit. We will go to the police  
	 station and pay your bail for you, up to R5,000;
•	 You have access to qualified lawyers and legal  
	 advisors;
•	 We also have plans designed for individuals, families  
	 and a plan specifically for small and medium-sized  
	 businesses.

You can choose from:

Clientèle Standard Legal Plan

Clientèle Classic Legal Plan

Clientèle Extended Family Plan

Clientèle Legal Business Plan

• Unfair dismissals; 

• Uncontested divorce;

• Consumer-related matter;

• Neighbourly disputes; 

• Wrongful arrest; 

• Contractual disputes; 

• Debt collection;

• Labour issues;

• Motor vehicle accident; 

• Protection orders; 

• Drawing up of a Will; 

• Rental disputes; 

• COVID-19 related issues.

This is not a medical scheme and the cover is not the same as that of a medical 
scheme. This policy is not a substitute for medical scheme membership.
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Quick Reference 

What is a
testator or 
testatrix?

What is a
witness?

What is an
inheritance?

What is a
marital status?

What is a
beneficiary  
(or heir)?

What is an 
executor?

A testator/testatrix is the person making the Will, i.e. You. 
A testator is male and testatrix is female. You must be 18 years or over, unless they are 
at the time of making the Will mentally incapable of appreciating the consequence of their 
action. 

A witness is any person 18 years and over but who is mentally capable to sign as 
a witness. A beneficiary to a Will should not sign as a witness, because he/she may 
be disqualified from receiving any benefit from that Will. The reason for this is that it is 
regarded a conflict of interest. 

An inheritance is anything handed down to somebody else after you have passed 
away. An inheritance is specified in a Will. To get an inheritance, you need to be a beneficiary. 
It is also called a bequest.

Whether you are married or not and how you are married, this must be taken into 
account when drafting your Will.

Unmarried: The term unmarried applies to you if you have never married, if you are 
divorced or if you are widowed.

Married in community of property: This means everything you and your spouse owned 
before you got married belong to both of you after you got married. 

Married out of community of property: This means everything you owned before you 
got married still belongs to you, even though you are married. 

With or without accrual: With accrual means whatever you bought during your marriage 
belongs to both of you. Without accrual means anything you bought during your marriage 
belongs to you alone (same with your spouse).

Divorced: This means you and your spouse ended the marriage. 

A beneficiary/heir is a person who you name in your Will to get something that 
belonged to you after you die. 
They can inherit money, property, valuables and other belongings. The more specific you 
are, the better the chance your estate will be settled as you want. 

It is not recommended that a beneficiary be the executor and a beneficiary cannot be a 
witness to the Will, as the former and the latter can result in a conflict of interest, especially 
in cases where the Will is disputed.

An executor is the person you choose to be in charge of your estate after you die. 
They will be responsible for making sure that your Will is read, followed and administered 
and all your assets/money matters are sorted out. 

The executor is appointed by the Master of the High Court. He/she has to first settle 
all outstanding debts, by drawing up a liquidation and distribution account which will 
determine whether any assets are available for distribution or investment for and behalf of 
beneficiaries. They will also distribute or invest the remainder of the estate as set out in 
your Will.

Choose this person wisely, they must be capable and trustworthy as it is a big job and 
they will need to know enough to do the job. It is a good idea to have a back-up in case 
the executor is unable or unwilling to take on the task. You can also name a co-executor.

Wills are legal documents and understanding the wording used is vital before you begin. We have created a 
glossary that contains easy explanations of the legal terms that might not be so easy to understand.
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Understanding more...
Martial Status

Your marital 
status plays a 
big part in a Will. 

Unmarried
• If you have never married you should be the sole owner of all your assets and the only 	
	 person responsible for your liabilities; unless your assets are co-owned with someone 	
	 else or another person has stood surety for your liabilities, both of which you should be 	
	 aware of;
• If you are divorced the terms of your divorce order relating to the division of assets and 	
	 any maintenance obligations will be binding on your estate. These need to be taken into  
	 account when drafting your Will so as to avoid complications after your death;
• If you are widowed and inherited assets from your spouse, you might own those inherited  
	 assets subject to certain conditions, such as a condition directing what must happen  
	 to those assets on your death. It is important for your Will to be drawn in accordance with  
	 those conditions, again to avoid unintended consequences after your death. 
 
Married in community of property
A marriage in community of property means that you and your spouse co-own all your 
assets and are jointly responsible for all liabilities, regardless of whether they are registered 
in both your names or in only one of your names. You do not own a half share in each 
asset, and you are not responsible for only 50% of each debt – you both jointly own the 
whole asset and are jointly responsible for the entire debt. When a spouse who is married 
in community of property dies, the assets and liabilities of both spouses are administered 
by the executor who is tasked with the administration of the joint estate of the deceased 
spouse and the surviving spouse.

The effect on the administration of your estate is this: 
• On your death, your spouse’s half share of the joint estate vests in him or her by virtue 

of the marriage in community of property; 
• Your executor can only distribute your half share of the joint estate to your heirs in 

terms of your Will. This means that you cannot simply leave your car to your son/
daughter, you can only leave your half-share of the car to your son/daughter; 

• The most common solution to this problem is for spouses married in community of 
property to each other to execute a Joint Will. 

Note that if you want to draw separate Wills then you should seek professional advice to 
ensure your assets are correctly distributed to your heirs in accordance with your wishes. 

Married out of community of property 
If you are married out of community of property with no accrual system in place, then the 
proprietary consequences are the same as if you are unmarried. If you plan to disinherit 
your spouse, however, be aware of the provisions of the Maintenance of Surviving
Spouses’ Act No. 27 of 1990.

If your ante-nuptial contract includes the application of the accrual system the same 
applies. The difference is that either your estate may have an accrual claim against your 
surviving spouse, or your surviving spouse may have an accrual claim against your estate, 
depending on whose estate has experienced the greatest growth during the marriage. It is 
important to take this into consideration when drafting your Will.
 
Divorced
An inheritance to your divorced spouse in your Will, may not necessarily fall away after a 
divorce. In terms of the Wills Act stipulates that, a bequest to a divorced spouse will be 
deemed revoked if the testator/testatrix dies within 3 months of the divorce, failing which, 
the deemed revocation rule will fall away, and the divorced spouse will benefit as indicated 
in the Last Will and Testament.

A divorce will not invalidate the Will or the part of a Will where a bequest was made to an 
ex-spouse.

The law provides that if the testator dies within three months after the divorce, it will be 
assumed that his/her ex-spouse died before him/her. This means that if the ex-spouse was 
an heir in the Will, he/she will not inherit from the estate of the testator.

If the testator dies three months after the divorce without changing his/her Will, it will be 
assumed that the testator wanted to include his/her ex-spouse in the Will. This means that 
he/she will still inherit as per the testator’s Will.
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What is a
guardian?

Who can be 
appointed as a 
guardian?

Appointing a 
family member 
as a guardian.

Alternative 
guardians.

Nominating a 
guardian. 

As difficult as it may be to imagine someone else bringing your child into adulthood and 
making all the necessary, even life-changing decisions on your behalf, it is absolutely vital 
to ensure that any child under the age of 18 is left with someone responsible, trustworthy 
and emotionally mature.

A guardian will take on the responsibility of making major decisions for your child and on 
behalf of you. This same guardian will also assist the underage minors with any necessary 
contractual matters. Furthermore, these minors will require their guardian’s permission 
to marry, apply for a passport or travel out of the country. If more than one person has 
guardianship of your children, then both guardians’ consent will be required.

A guardian is required to provide the child with accommodation, food, clothing, education 
and medical care until they reach a stage when they can support themselves.

Your Will should therefore not only contain details about how your assets and finances will 
be distributed but should also nominate the chosen guardians who will need to take care 
of your children during a very traumatic time. Remember that the guardians you choose will 
need to invest their time and interest in your children, as well as bring them to terms with 
your passing. It is therefore very important for your children to feel comfortable with them. 
If you’re a parent, this is probably the most significant reason you will want to create a Will 
is that it the best way you can make sure your children are protected and taken care of.

Simply put, a Will allows you to name a guardian for your minor children. If you pass away 
before they’re legally adults, a Will lets you decide who’s going to look after your children 
when you’re gone. This is obviously of the utmost importance. The laws that govern what 
happens if you die without a Will generally dictate your child will go to your spouse or 
your closest relative, such as a sibling or parent. For some of us, this is not the outcome 
we want. Choosing a guardian and setting out exactly what is required in the event of 
your death legally makes sure your wishes are respected and that the minor children are 
protected.

A guardian is someone who will take on the responsibility of making major decisions 
for your child/children and on behalf of you.

It is important to note that any other person with an interest in the well-being of your child 
may approach the High Court for an order to grant them this responsibility. However, the 
final decision on a guardian for the minor child always rests with the High Court of South 
Africa. This Court is the upper guardian of all minor children and cannot grant an order 
contrary to the best interests of the minor. The Court allows any minor of a certain age, 
level of maturity and developmental stage, to have a say in the matter of their guardianship.

Although family relatives may be your first choice when it comes to appointing a guardian 
for your minor children, it is becoming more common for parents to name close friends in 
their Will as guardians. This may be due to several circumstances relating to relationships, 
schooling, finances and lifestyles.

It’s always wise to plan as far as possible, and although you may have chosen a guardian 
or guardians for your child, divorce, separation, and even death can happen in your 
nominated family. It is therefore prudent to ensure that you nominate a second choice of 
guardian, in the event that the primary guardian/s are no longer able to take care of your 
children.

One of the most important decisions you will need to 
make as a parent is choosing a suitable guardian for 
your children.

Understanding more...
Guardians
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Children are 
protected by 
the law

Regardless of what your Will states, it is the responsibility of the State to protect the 
children. The Children’s Act 38 of 2005 governs the laws relating to the care and the 
protection of children. The guiding principle, in all matters, is in the best interest of the 
child. This Act is in place;
•	to give effect to certain rights of children as contained in the constitution;
•	to set out principles relating to the care and protection of children;
•	to define parental responsibilities and rights;
•	to make further provision regarding children’s courts;
•	to provide for the issuing of contribution orders;
•	to make new provision for the adoption of children;
•	to provide for inter-country adoption;
•	to give effect to the Hague Convention on inter-country adoption;
•	to prohibit child abduction and to give effect to the Hague Convention  
	 on international child abduction;
•	to provide for surrogate motherhood;
•	to create certain new offenses relating to children; 
•	to provide for matters connected therewith.

Section 27 of this Act deals with the assignment of guardianship and lays out that:
•	A parent, as the sole guardian of a child or who has sole care of a child, may appoint a  
	 fit and proper person as guardian in the event of their death;
•	This guardianship appointment is required to be specified in a Will made by the parent;
•	The person appointed acquires guardianship or care of the child after the death of the 	
	 parent AND on the parent’s express or implied acceptance of the appointment.

It is important to remember that the final decision on a 
guardian for the minor child always rests with the High 
Court of South Africa. Before your nominated guardian can 
be granted custody of your children, the case is reviewed 
and must be approved by the High Court of South Africa. 

Understanding more...
Children

When the State takes over

What is 
intestate 
succession?

If you pass away without a Will, what happens to all your assets and the guardianship of 
your children is left to the State to decide, and the State will appoint an executor. This is 
called intestate succession. 

It is vital for every person to have a Will to prevent lengthy inheritance disputes, contested 
guardianship of minors, and the stress placed on a grieving family. 

Who is 
disqualified 
from inheriting?

•	Any person who drafts a Will for the spouse/children, i.e. Your spouse/children cannot 	
	 draft your Will for you - you have to do it; 

•	Any person who signs a Will against their will. If the witnesses can testify that the 		
	 testator/testatrix was forced to sign the Will, the Will may be declared invalid;

•	Anyone who is named as a beneficiary, who directly or indirectly caused the death of 	
	 the testator/testatrix. This requires a guilty verdict from the Courts. If the case is still 	
	 pending, the execution of the Will may not proceed until the case is finalised and a 		
	 verdict delivered. 

Disqualification from a Will
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What is a 
Commissioner 
of Oaths?

Do you need a 
Commissioner 
of Oaths?

Every legal document, including a Will, needs to be verified by someone who represents the 
South African legal system. A Commissioner of Oaths is appointed by the Chief Justice 
to be this legal representative, for documents like affidavits, statutory declarations, 
certification of legal document copies, and so on. Most lawyers are Commissioners of 
Oaths, but not all Commissioners of Oaths are lawyers. You can also find a Commissioner 
of Oaths at any police station or post office. 

Commissioner of Oaths certification is only needed when the testator/testatrix signs 
the Will with the mark of a cross or thumb print, or if testator/testatrix requests 
someone else to sign on his/her behalf. 

The Commissioner of Oaths must sign his/her certificate and he/she must also sign each 
other page of the Will, anywhere on the page.

Understanding more...
Commissioner of Oaths
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Neither Clientèle General Insurance Limited nor any of its associates shall be held responsible and/or liable for any 
damages and/or loss sustained, directly or indirectly, by any beneficiary and/or other persons as a result of a Will being 

invalid or incorrectly drafted by a member of the public having consulted this website. Statements or other content in this 
document must not be construed as advice from Clientèle General Insurance Limited to be acted on.

Long-term insurance policies are underwritten and administered by Clientèle Life Assurance Company Limited,  
an authorised financial services provider and licensed insurer: FSP 15268. 

Short-term insurance policies are underwritten and administered by Clientèle General Insurance Limited,  
an authorised financial services provider and licensed insurer: FSP 34655. 

For policy terms and conditions visit www.clientele.co.za or contact us on 011 320 3000. Third parties are remunerated 
for their services to the brand. This guide and its contents do not constitute financial advice. Terms and conditions apply.


